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FAIR is pleased to make this online version of Robert
L. and Rosemary Brown’s classic book available to you,
free of charge. We are sure you will appreciate the me-
ticulous research and documentation provided by the
Browns in their books.

There are four volumes in this series. Each focuses on a
different area of anti-Mormon efforts. If you enjoy this
volume, be sure to check out the other volumes also
available at the FAIR Web site.

Every effort has been made to ensure that this online
version is of the highest quality possible, given the tech-
nological limits of online materials. Each page of the
original book was scanned by dedicated volunteers and
checked for accuracy and legibility.

As you are reading, you may notice that some of the
smaller text is “fuzzy” or not entirely readable. This is
one of those technological limits—if we had attempted
to provide the highest quality download possible, the
online files would have been 30 times larger and there-
fore unmanageable for the average Internet user. Our
driving desire was to make this information available
to the widest audience possible.

If you are interested in a copy of this book in a higher
quality, we suggest purchasing a copy of the actual
printed book. The books are not that expensive, and
they are a valuable addition to any library. FAIR is the
sole authorized distributor of all volumes of They Lie In
Wait To Deceive. To order, visit our Web site:

http://www.fair-l1ds.org

Not only do you get a classic book that you can take
with you (you are no longer bound to the computer),

but you help to support FAIR in its mission to
bring you apologetic works of unquestioned
value.

We hope you enjoy this book, and pray that God
will bless you as you sincerely seek His word
and will.

by Robert L. & Rosemary Brown
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You are free to forward this book to your friends or any-
one you feel may benefit by the information it contains.
Better still, you can direct your friends to the FAIR Web
site where they can download their own copy, along with
other information they may find helpful.

You are not free to post this online book on your Web
site or store it in any publically accessible storage me-
dium, such as an FTP site. You cannot include this book
in any compilation or commericial work without the ex-
press written permission of FAIR.
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trine, belief and practice. Seeking to assist the lay mem-
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meaning attacks on individual faith, FAIR helps pub-
lish articles and books that defend the LDS church,
operates a Web site that receives thousands of visitors
each day, and sponsors research projects and confer-
ences that provide the LDS scholarly community an
outlet for getting information into the hands of the av-
erage member. With a 501-C3 tax exempt status from
the IRS, FAIR is funded by the generosity of its mem-
bers and contributors, now grown to more than 1,000.

To learn more about FAIR, visit our Web site:
http://www.fair-1ds.org
You can also write to us at:
FAIR

PO Box 1277
Felton CA, 95018

The Foundation for Apologetic Information & Research
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DEE JAY NELSON:
CREDENTIALS AS A
MATHEMATICIAN

OBJECTIVES
* To prove that Nelson does not have an academic background in
Mathematics.

* To prove that Nelson was not commissioned by the Egyptian govern-
ment to weigh King Tutankhamen's solid gold coffin.

* To prove that Nelson has no skill as a mathematician.

* To prove that Nelson arrived at the wrong “‘calculated™ weight for
King Tut's solid gold coffin, 2,448 1bs. 4 oz_, by guoting a misprint in
a book.

* To prove that the correct weight for King Tut's solid gold coffin is 296
Ibs. troy.
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CHAPTER TWO

DEE JAY NELSON:
CREDENTIALS AS A MATHEMATICIAN

Dee Jay Nelson claims some skill as a mathematician. In his lecture (see p. 189),
he stated how he used that skill as an Egyptologist:

““The greatest single treasure in the Cairo Museum is the coffin of
King Tutankhamen in a glass case. Tutankhamen was a rather
unimportant king because his treasure was intact when it was found by
Egyptologists. Almost all other tombs in Egypt had been looted in
ancient times. This coffin is made of solid gold, somewhere between
20 and 22 karat gold; and in 1960, the Egyptian government asked me
to calculate its weight. I have some skill as a mathematician, so 1
measured it from all aspects and spent weeks trying to work out this
Pythagorean calculation and that one. Finally, I humiliated my
mathematical prowess by putting it on two grain sack scales. [ built an
oak scaffolding so that one end of it would sit on each of the two
scales, then using a fire hose as a sling, we jacked it up with hydraulic
jacks and weighed it. It took me nearly three weeks thereafter to
calculate the error of the scales, and then I was confident that its
weight was 2,448 pounds and 4 ounces of solid gold. Imagine what it
would be worth at the present price of gold!™’

(For purposes of clarification, there were several coffins within the casket of
King Tutankhamen. It was only the inner coffin that was solid gold.)

ACADEMIC BACKGROUND IN MATH

For Nelson to claim to have some skill as a mathematician, it would naturally
be assumed that he must have some academic background in mathematics.
However, his high school transcript records that he received an **F** for the first
grading period in General Math, and a **C’* for the second grading period (see
high school transcript, p. 41). Of course, this averages out to be a **D"" — which is
considered to be below average. This was the only math class Nelson took in high
school, His college transcript records that he enrolled in a math class, Elementary
Algebra, and received a ““W*’ — meaning he withdrew from the class before the
end of the quarter (see college transcript, p. 43). These are hardly qualifications
to claim any “‘mathematical prowess™!
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COMMISSION BY THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT

Melson stated his commission by the Egyptian government:

‘.. .in 1960, the Egyptian government asked me to calculate its (King
Tut's coffin) weight.”’

For the Egyptian government to ask Nelson to weigh as important a treasure as
King Tutankhamen’s coffin, he would surely be known as a qualified Egypt-
ologist in Egypt. In the New Horizon’s pamphlet, MNelson claims to have made
four licensed digs (see pamphlet, p. 49). Is he really known in Egypt?

Mr. James Allen, Director of the American Research Center in Cairo, Egypt,
states:

*The Egyptian Antiquities Organization apparently has no concession
in his name {they license all digs in Egypt), and the Egyptian Museum
is not familiar with him or his project®’ (see Allen letter, p. 50).

Would the Egyptian government ask an unknown ‘““Egyptologist’ to do
anything? Or, would they select a qualified Egyptologist from among those
working at, or known by, their own museum?

SKILL AS A MATHEMATICIAN

MNelson tells how he applied his ““mathematical skill”” in weighing King
Tutankhamen’s coffin:

“I have some skill as a mathematician, so 1 measured it from all
aspects and I spent weeks trving to work out this Pythagorean
calculation and that one.™

The Pythagorean Theorem states:

The square of the hypotenuse of a right triangle is equal to the sum of
the squares of the two legs.

The Pythagorean Theorem cannot be used to weigh anything; it is totally inap-
propriate for that use! The use of the Pythagorean Theorem to compute the
weight of Tutankhamen’s inner gold coffin is summarized by Dr. Louis C.
Barrett, Professor of Applied Mathematics, Montana State University:

““It is not suited to the problem of computing weights of irregular
solids, such as a casket. Anyone who would suggest that it 15 has no
skill as a mathematician and dangerously little knowledge of the
subject’ (see Barrett letter, p. 51).
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WEIGHT QUOTED FROM A MISPRINT

Nelson gives a very vivid picture of how he arrived at his calculated weight of
King Tutankhamen's coffin:

“Finally I humiliated my mathematical prowess by putting it on two
grain sack scales. I built an oak scaffolding so that one end of it would
sit on each of the two scales, then using a fire hose as a sling, we
jacked it up with hyvdraulic jacks and weighed it. It took me nearly
three weeks thereafter to calculate the error of the scales, and then I
was confident that its weight was 2,448 pounds and 4 ounces of solid
gold."

Unfortunately for Mr. Nelson, he copied the **2,448 lbs. 4 o0z.” from a
misprint in a book. He apparently missed the corrected printing which gave the
correct weight as 296 Ibs. troy (see p. 52). His “‘mathematical prowess™ was off
in his calculations by over a ton. Several qualified Egyptologists have sub-
stantiated its true weight of 296 lbs. troy.

According to Peter F. Dorman, Curatorial Assistant, Egyptian Department,
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, in the book, TUTANKHAMEN, by
Desroches-Noblecourt, when the book was translated from French to English,
there was a misprint when giving the weight:

“The innermost solid gold coffin of Tutankhamun weighs 110.4
kilograms, which comes to around 296 pounds troy ... The
measurement of 2,000+ pounds is a widespread ¢rror arising from a
misprint in Desroches-Noblecourt’s Vie ef mort d’un pharoan, page 74,
where the weight was mistakenly given as 1110.4 kilos; when the book
was translated into English, the misprint was not caught and . . . the
coffin’s weight was erroneously given as 2,448-1/8 pounds . .. Un-
fortunately, the 2,448 pounds weight has been widely repeated in
popular books, magazines, and newspapers.”’ (See Dorman letter, p. 53)

It will be noted further that in a letter from Dr. Robert 5. Bianchi, Associate
Curator of the Department of Egyptian and Classical Art, the Brooklyn Museum,
he quotes the weight as 296 pounds troy (see Bianchi letter, p. 54).

There was also a reply from N.B. Millett, Curator, Egyptian Department, The
Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. He mentioned that the
weight of the (gold) coffin of Tutankhamen is 296 pounds troy or 110 kilograms.
He goes on 1o say:

“Much higher weights have, however, been published by careless
writers and one of those may well have been the source of the figure
cited by Nelson'' (see Millett letter, p. 56).
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INSUMMARY ...

Nelson states: ‘1l have some skill as a mathematician.” However, his high
school and college transcripts record a **I'" average grade for his only math class
in high school and he withdrew from his only math class in college. In reality, his
background in mathematics is very poor, and he has very little skill as a
mathematician as evidenced by his misapplication of the Pythagorean Theorem.

Melson is unknown in Egypt. Although he claims to have had “*four licensed
digs'® in Egypt (see p. 49), the famous museum in Cairo that licenses all digs has
never heard of him and has had no concession (license to dig) in his name. It is
extremely unlikely that the Egyptian government would ask Nelson to weigh King
Tut's coffin when there are qualified Egyptologists right there at the museum.
Howard Carter discovered King Tut's Tomb in 1922, Why would the Cairo
Museum wait over 30 years to weigh the most valuable art treasure ever found?

Melson had the misfortune to quote a misprint to arrive at his ““calculated™
weight of 2,448 Ibs. for King Tut’s casket. The true weight, as reported in all later
publications, is given as 296 Ibs. troy.




a9

DEE JAY NELSON: AS A MATHEMATICIAN

BROCHURE FROM ROCKY MOUNTAIN COLLEGE.
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R E )Ty

AMERICAM RESEARCH CENTER IN EGYPT, [MNC.
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April 3, 1980

Hr., dobert L. Brown

Heza, Arizona BEHZ05

Dear Mr. Brownd

With reference to your ingquiry of 12 March,
T hawe no inforsation concerning Hr./Dr. Dee Jay Nelson,
Hiz US credentimls are net in my capacity to check. The
Zryphinn Antiguities Organization apparently has no
eoncesaton in his name, and the Bgyptian Museum iz not
familiar with hin or his project.

Jincerely yours,

o P M—

James Allen
Director

Jhak

CapuE ABEEEIL RMARDH CAIRD
TELEN. %3473 HOFE UM
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15 Ootober 1980

He. Ecbert L. Brown
T Bl R N
Hems, Arimoes B5200

Dear Mr: Brown:

In reply to your latter of 3 October 15850 repard the Fytbha n
tradition is unanizocus io mscribing to the ﬂai.:-rhigumpi-r iﬂ;:ﬂrll E“ﬂﬂl?- G0R )
the i=dapeodest discovery of the thecrem om righi trissgles which now usiweraslly
Baara bis mame - that the sgquare of the hypotemsse of & right trisngle in el ko
the sum of the sgeares ob the two legn. Howsver, the theores was known s (1]
Babylonimns of Hamsurabi's Uise more than & thousasd years sarlier.

The theores aisply sstablishes a relationship betwsen the sides and the & ouds
of & right trisngle. ¥ Trete

It dm mot suited to the problem of coeputisg weights of irregulir sslids, such an

& camicet. Anyoss whe would sugpest that St is has no skill as & esthesaticisn mnd
daogercusly little knculedge of the sukject. ._“ -

HLH&HI;- Fourm,

' Mﬂﬂ; -
br. Louie C. Barrail —ﬂh}
Frofessor of Applied Mathamtics

= Hcotana State Toiversity
Bozeman, Mesbasa U715

Hosa Address; 1721 South Willmes
Bopeman, Henimnm S97L5
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ENCLOSED AS PART OF DORMAN'S LETTER ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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The Metropalitan Museum of Art

Fth dmptass o EChag) Srat. Maw Yook, BOF. Q0O3H  203-TR 95500
Egyptian Department

Harch 12X, 1380

Mr. Robert L. Brown
Mada, Arizona 85203
Damar Mr.' Browm:

This letter confirms our telephone conversation
of Marah 11, 1980, im which I staced that I have never
igualy heapd of D.J. Welson, nor of any comnecticn
may have had with the Orisntal Institubas, where I
studiad for thres years under Dr. Klasua Baser and others.
Twe other points are relevant &0 our conversatiom:

1. The lnnarscost sclid gold coffinm of Tutamkhamun
waighta 110.4 kilograms, which comes ©o around 2946

poands troy [(Alfred Lucas, Ancient ﬁmlm Haterisis
and Industries, 4eh ad., [

P . a
neasuremant of 2,000+ pounds is & widespread arror
aritaing From a misgrint in Desroches-Noblecourt's
Vis ot mort d'un pharaon, page T4, whare the weight
wWad mistakenly E van &3 1110.4 kEflss; when tha
wad translated into English, the mispriot wam not
cawght and (uwsing am egulvalence of about 2.2 pounds =
1 kilo), the coffin's weight was erronecusly given as
2,440 L/% pounds (Desroches-BHoblecourt Tutankbasen,
Fage T4 ). However, the translaters further falled to
convert avoirdupois o troy isultiplying by aboub 1.32),
as Lucas 4id im giving the correct weight as 296 pounds
troy. Unfortunately, the I,448 pounds waight has bsen
widely repeated in popular books, magazines, and news-
BAPSECE.

2. In my opinion, the Eqyptian govermment would not
Lend any antiquities to private individueals; antigquities
ars presantly protectsd as natlional treasures.

For further information Erom Egype, I supgpest you

“ontact:
Hohamsmad MHoBaan Shahata Adam
birector, Cairo Muossum Presidant, Egyptian
Hidan el Tahrirp grganization of Antiguities
Cairo, Egype Midan el Tahrir

Calra, Egypt

Enclosed please find a curremt listimg of American
Eg'ir_l:l:.ptn].-nq':l_utl resently employed Ln the United Seakes;
ie iz mor all- lugiva. I hope this informakiss will
prove useful o you.

Tours truly,

A i

Peter F. Dorman
Curatorial Assistant

mw
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THE BROOKLYN MUSEURM

[epartrmint of Egyptian and Classical Art
2l March, 1593

My, Robert L. Brown
Tl R T L
Mesa,. Arizoma §5200

=ar Mr. Brown:

in response to your guestion aboat the weight of the gold used for the funerary
mgaipment of King Tomnkhaman, | am bappy to encloss a aopy of the

relevant paragraph from the volisms by Licis and Harrls, Acoordisg to them.,
the coffin “is 6 feer | 34 Inch long, welghs approximately 286 pounds [roy
{104 kibograme] ard s @ngraved Dnaide as well a8 eEsids.

| hope= that you find this information sufficient foF YoUT pUrpoeess.

Very sincerely yours,

AlB et

v, Robert 5. Blanchi,
Apsociabe Curalor

REE:me
Encl.,
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THEY LIE IN WAIT TO DECEIVE

May %, 1380
Hr. Robert L. Beewn
(e

[ T
ATizoma #5203
Oab.Ma

Dmar Mr, Browm:

I can only express Dy own opinion on the Varisus
points brought up in your letter, begimning with the first.

1. I am pobt aware that the Egyptian Government has asked
@ recently to calsulate the weight of the inper
[gald] coffin of Tutankhasun, The recorded welght,
which i Belisved to be accurate; iz 196 pounds Troy
[(L1l0 kilograms]. Much highay weights Rave, howaver,
beesn published by careless writers, and ¢ae of thosa
well kave baan the source of the figure you cite
as having baan given.

2, I am mot awabe & any fecent mesucvey of the Great
Pyramid or the Giza plateau, but it is of course pe:-
fectly possible. Mo published map Lo ir 0@ among
Egyptologists dating to the time you mention of asaribed
to the persom you Denticn, at least to my koowledge.

3, I do mot know of the discovery of a vomb assignable &
i Prinoess Mefer-ka-ga in tha year you Bention.

4, There is no Merciphician language or soript. The refer-
ence is presumabkly o Meroltio, a language spoken and
written in twd scripts in Wubfia (modern Susdan) during
the last few capturies B.C. amd the first few centuries
A.D.

4. Hr. Gamal el=-Malakh is not nor has he ever been the head
of the Antiguities Department. He 1s a journalist who
writes & colums for an influential Cairo daily. It
would be most irregulat for the Amtiguities Department
to lend artifacts to a private perscn for any roason.

6, About the munmy you refer t& I cannot say very Rmisch.

The ona in the photograph [ must say has many puzaling
appacts, and may well be a modern pastiche.

I am afcaid I am ok acguainted with EBe paracs
in whom you are interested, kot I undergtand from colleaguas
that he has written a few pieces on the relationaship betwean
the Charch of the Latter Day Saints and ancient Egyptian
uli.q:l.nu.l literature. he was onée, I think, & Mormon him=
aelf.

Hoping that this may all be of goms intefest to
you, I remain,

YolEs Caraly.

H.B. Millet
Curator




