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PREFACE

The purpose of this book is to expose many of the untruths and deliberate
misrepresentations of a major segment of the anti-Mormon movement.

Mormons and non-Mormons alike need to be aware of the tactics used by the
adversary . . . ““That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro and
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning
craftiness whereby they lie in wait to deceive.” (Eph. 4:14) This book contains a
thorough investigation of the fraudulent credentials and claims of “*Dr.” and
“Prof.” Dee Jay Nelson, “World Renowned Egyptologist” — this century’s most
outspoken foe of the Book of Abraham {and thus Joseph Smith) which is
regarded as scripture by the LDS Church. Nelson has long been held as the No. |
witness against the Book of Abraham according to Jerald and Sandra Tanner,
Walter Martin, and other leaders in the anti-Mormon movement. Becausc of this
investigation, the deception between Dee Jay Nelson, Jerald and Sandra Tanner,
and others concerning the Book of Abraham is now a matter of record.

When the missionaries of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Sainis
{(Mormons) preach the gospel, they rely heavily on prayer. They ask their in-
vestigators to pray continually to their Heavenly Father to verify that what they
are being taught is true. Because of the rapid growth of the LDS Church, alarmed
ministers and propagandists now preach that prayer is not a reliable guide 10
truth, that Mormon missionaries should not be allowed into your home, that you
should not read Mormon literature, etc., etc. Instead of prayer, these ministers
and propagandists would leave honest people who are searching for truth
vulnerable to the deception that is rampant among anti-Mormon lecturers and in
anti-Mormon literature.

After reading this book, vou will realize why these detractors would rather that
you didn’t use praver in your search for truth — doctrine such as theirs, based on
false ideas and deception, will never receive confirmation from the Lord. May we
leave our testimonies with vou that we know you are a child of God; He loves you,
and He will hear and answer your prayers. That you may not be deceived is our
prayer and the end to which this book was written.

ROBERT L. BROWMN
ROSEMARY BROWN
BEARBARA ELLSWORTH
GAIL A. GIRSON
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For there are many vet on earth among all sects,
parties and denominations who are blinded by the
subile craftiness of men, whereby they lie in wait to
deceive, and who are only kept from the truth because
they know not where to find it.

Therefore, that we should waste and wear out our
lives in bringing to light all the hidden things of
darkness, wherein we know them; .......

Doctrine and Covenants 123: 12, 13



INTRODUCTION
WHO IS DEE JAY NELSON?

On January 31, 1980, Concerned Christians of Mesa, Inc., (Mesa, Arizona),
sent a letter to all ministers in this area inviting them to attend two seminars to

hear Egyptologist Dee Jay Nelson lecture on the subject of **Mormonism®* and
“*The Book of Abraham."’

This man, for a number of years, was busily engaged in perpetrating a fraud
against the Book of Abraham in Christian Churches throughout the United
States. His story is even mentioned in foreign lands. He brought an impressive list
of credentials to lend authenticity to his lectures: “*Professor of Egyptology,”
“PhD,” “World's Leading Authority on Egyptology,” etc., etc. With anti-
Mormon speakers, he very quickly became the No, 1 authority on the Book of
Abraham, and his denunciation of the book is extensively quoted in nearly all
anti-Mormon books,

WHAT IS THE BOOK OF ABRAHAM?

The Book of Abraham is part of one of the Standard Works of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, commonly known as Mormons. [t was trans-

lated from Egyptian papyri by Joseph Smith and is regarded as sacred scripture
by members of the Church.

The book contains the writings of Abraham while he was in Egypt. As in all
writings of the prophets, it contains information of much importance. Some of
the things Abraham wrote about were: lineage and rights to the priesthood; the
Lord's promised blessings to Abraham’s seed (children); planets and their
relationship to time; the degrees of intelligence among spirits; Abraham’s
knowledge of his pre-earth (spiritual) life; the physical creation in which all life
was placed on earth; the purpose of earth life, and many other important things.

WHERE DID THE BOOK
OF ABRAHAM COME FROM?

The celebrated French traveler, Antonio Sebolo, entered the catacombs in
Egvpt June 7, 1831, and obtained eleven mummies. he became sick in 1832, and
before he died, willed the mummies to a Mr. Michael Chandler. Mr. Chandler had
them sent to New York in 1833, the coffins had not previously been opened, nor
the mummies taken out. Upon opening the coffins, Mr. Chandler discovered
important Egyptian writings on two of the bodies. There were two rolls of
papyrus, plus two or three other small pieces with astronomical calculations,
epitaphs, and some undescribed writings.



Mr. Chandler heard that Joseph Smith could translate ancient writings —
referring to the translation of the Book of Mormon, s0 he took the papyrus
collection to Kirtland, Ohio, where they were purchased by the Smith family.
Joseph Smith, the Prophet, then translated them into what is now known as the
Book of Abraham which became part of a book called ““The Pearl of Great
Price."

PAPYRI DISAPPEARS

Upon Joseph and Emma Smiths’ deaths, the papyri collection was disbursed
among many people. Some papyri was traced to the Chicago museum (the
newspapers of that time reported that the mummies had been received). Later
there was a terrible fire in Chicago and the mummies and papyri are thought to
have burned in that fire.

THE REDISCOVERY OF SOME
OF THE JOSPEH SMITH PAPYRUS

A few badly tattered picces of papyrus, part of the collection held by Joseph
Smith, were discovered in 1967 at the Metropolitan Museum in New York City.
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was given the pieces of papyrus
on Nov, 27, 1967, These were identified two weeks later, in the January 1968 issue
of the Improvement Era (church magazine), not as the Book of Abraham papyrus
roll, but as a piece of funerary document of the Book of the Dead commonly
buried with Egyvplian mummies.

WERE THESE PAPYRI
THE LOST BOOK OF ABRAHAM?

NO! Anti-Mormons have expended time, energy and money trying to make
people think they are one and the same. THEY COMPLETELY IGNORE THE
FACT THAT THE PAPYRI IN THE POSSESSION OF THE CHURCH
REPRESENT ONLY A FRACTION OF THE ORIGINAL JOSEPH SMITH
COLLECTION AND THAT THE BOOK OF ABRAHAM PAPYRI WAS NOT
AMONG THE FRAGMENTS FOUND.,

When the church received the papyri from the Metropolitan Museum, it put
them on public display, circulated excellent reproductions, and welcomed scholars
to examing them. The translations made by Egyptologists at that time were ac-
cepted without hesitation or reservation and no one was commissioned 1o make an
official translation, as the public have been led to believe.

One man who examined the papyrus was Dee Jay Nelson . . . this man set
himself up as an authority on things Egyptian, claiming he had two PhD degrees
and many other impressive credentials so that he might be effective in discrediting
the Book of Abraham.
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THE PURPOSE OF THIS BOOK

The purpose of this book is to acquaint you with the facts concerning Dee Jay
Melson and the Book of Abraham.

As will be proven in this book, Nelson completely misrepresented his
credentials, In fact he has none. Among other things, he is a high school and
college drop out. And, he does not have the education, reputation, or credibility
or evaluate the Book of Abraham in any scientific or academic sense.

In Nelson's two-hour taped lecture on Feb. 22, 1980, at the Central Christian
Church in Mesa, Arizona, ninety-six statements were found to be false or
misleading. As more and more evidence accumulated, it became clear to this
author that Dee Jay Nelson's deception was simply a profit-making venture and
should be exposed.

NELSON INVITES ALL TO CHECK HIS CREDENTIALS

In his lecture of February 22, 1980, in Mesa, Dee Jay Nelson extended an in-
vitation to check him out, SO WE DID! Nelson said:

“Now, before | begin the lecture, I want to say something about my
credentials. Since I have been in the Valley, there has been much said
against me in that respect. I am going to supply you with some ad-
dresses and if those of you who are pro-Mormon would like to get out
pencil and paper and jot down, you can check my credentials. I make
my living as an Egyptologist. I'm paid for it. I'm either an Egyp-
tologist or I"'m fooling a lot of people . . . Well, I think that will be
enough on that topic, but if you doubt that I have my degree, and my
degree is in Anthropology, not Egyptology, you remember then, write
these people that I mentioned and yvou will find out the truth of the
matter!*’

My wife and I wish to thank Mr. Nelson for that invitation to check him out.
We were probably the first to ever do so. This work is the result of that invitation.

OUR STORY BEGAN WITH AN ANTI-MORMON LECTURE

On Saturday, February 16, 1980, a friend called my wife, Rosemary, and told
her about a lecture to be given by a renowned Egyptologist by the name of Dr.
Dee Jay Nelson. She thought we might be interested in attending because of our
interest in missionary work. When my wife and [ served a Stake Mission together
in Mesa, Arizona, we found that we were much more effective when we were
informed about the actions of the anti-Mormon society which was very active in
the area.




A newspaper clipping that appeared in the Mesa Tribune advertising Dee Jay
Melson’s lecture is shown below:
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We obtained a copy of a letter from the Concerned Christians, Inc., that was
sent to all ministers in this area. The letter was signed by Jim Robertson,
Chairman. Concerned Christians is a non-profit organization, with members
from various denominations (always headed by apostate Mormons) who claim
they are reaching out in love to those lost in Mormonism. This is the letter:

CORCERMED CHRIGTIANG, THC,
Fe D..Box 18
Megs, AMfgons 83201

Aeniiary 30, 1'#B5
Gpar Feflow Chilal|en:

Concermsed Christlsss, |nc., has Been [estroseatal In eringlrg re—
nowned Egyploleglst Or. Des Jay Nelson to the Yalley for o Sws=day
peamlnar,

In 197 an Egyptlan pappr| wai found |n 185 Mew Yerh Metropslitan
Museum of &rf erd was porporied te be the long lost Baok ef Abrahes
guoked In the Pear] of Greasl Price esd prominently wsed thrpugh=
oufl the L,0.%, Chyrch, Jozeph Smith, founder of 1he Morspn Chyrcl
Clelms T8 have trand|eled 1he Book of Abrsham from Lhls pepyrl,

or. Helsem wad Cowmml|sdlaned by The Harfeoh Church fe LFanilsta and
cenf lre that this was Indeed the Beak of Abrahiss A% a rasult of
thils trenslatlon, OF, MNeleon reslgned freom the Merpen Cherch and
raplwt CORfCtE These demlnard te explsln what he dis€ayvared,
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The pwgsore In arrefging 1Rl two=fay seminar 13 te educete Chriatlans
IA Thi ¥alley on the dangers of ke Fapldly growing Mormoh movesent.
Moreon sieelonaries that new susber over 29,000, & are presant

In your nglghborhopd and tiecughowt the warid, sre sesking st
membitrs from all dencelaatlers, Mast pesple do nef reallze that
this meversnt |4 a oelt, They uee tha Bikie to win Converts, but
ance B mesher they fely on the Book of Merman, ke Dacirines and
Cowenssts snd the Pesrd of Grest Price, This lectere seriles wlil
reveal the Fallacies fsund I& the Beok of Harmon snd the Pearl of
Great Prlew, It wlil prove that Joseph Smlth was a false proghat
ad dewddlbed Im Duel. 8122

We urge you to joln with the ather churches | the Valley and ag=
seal %o your congregetlen Trom your pulplt sad In yoer church Eal-
1wtin t& attend, These two sem|nars are on Februsry I%th at the
Churcs of the Medeewer, TIT Merth Stegley Orive, and oh Februsry
#nd st Central Chelatlan Chureh, 315 Forih Hobaon, beth In Mess,
Eoth servlces wllil stert at Ti00 pom.

A freewlll offering wiil be tehen dering the feciures te help
pay ihE travel sxpenses Incurred by OF, Relish,

Slncarely, I Christ,

L S Y 2

m Ropertsan, Chalrssn,
Concersgd Curistlana, |nc.

The first lecture was on February 19, 1980, at the Church of the Redeemer. We
sat near the back and estimated the audience to be between 550 and 600 people.
When the collection plate was passed, we estimated about $1,500 was donated. It
was during this lecture that Nelson told how he first heard of the Joseph Smith
Papyri, and how he went to Brigham Young University to see Dr. Hugh Nibley,
After chatting with Dr. Nibley for a while, Nibley took Nelson to see the display
of the papyri and arranged for him to receive a color reproduction of thiem. This
author called Dr. Nibley and he said that the entire visit lasted only about twenty
minutes and that it was the only time the two men ever met face to face. Dr.
Nibley also said that if I had come to him he would have extended the same
courtesy to me and would have given me a picture of the papyri. This is a simple
matter of professional courtesy as the display and reproductions were available to
the public. Nelson then claimed that Nibley gave him a letter of introduction to
President N, Eldon Tanner of the First Presidency of the LDS Church. Melson
said that he spoke to President Tanner about fifteen minutes and then President
Tanner said: **I think you are the man to do the job; you are the one to translate
the papyri.’”” Melson said, “We made a deal.”” “If 1 would just translate the
hieroglyphics into their modern English eguivalent, that the Church would
publish the work."

THAT ISN'T THE WAY THE CHURCH OPERATES

When Nelson made these statements, [ knew that something was wrong! 1 have
been in the Church long enough to know that no General Authority of the Church
would make a decision like that by himself, especially that fast. | am sure that he
would counsel with some of the other Authorities and most likely, would take the
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matter before the entire Quorum of the Twelve (Apostles) for a decision. 1 also
felt that if the Authorities were looking for someone to translate, they would look
among the qualified experts in that field.

[ thought about this several times that night. The next morning, I decided to
call President Tanner to determine whether that were true. I dialed the Church
Office Building and spoke with President Tanner. I told him who I was, about
Dee Jay Melson and the lecture that he gave, and then mentioned that Nelson
claimed that he was commissioned to translate the Joseph Smith Papyri by him
{Pres. Tanner). President Tanner stated that it was not true, so | asked him if he
would send me a telegram to that effect.

The next day, I received the following telegram from him — *IN REPLY TO
YOUR INQUIRY, I SAY THAT I HAVE NEVER AUTHORIZED D.J.
NELSON TO TRANSLATE THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE PAPYRUS.
SIGNED: N. ELDON TANNER."

HEGldn wWhon

IT APPEARS SOME INVESTIGATION WOULD BE IN ORDER

This reply was good enough for me and [ was determined 1o check Nelson out
to the best of my ability. I wasn’t sure just where to start. Among other things I
taped Nelson's lecture of February 22, 1980, and his interview on the Mike Dixon
Talk Show. The contents of the rest of the book are the results of my research into
the credentials of Dee Jay Nelson. It would probably be amusing except for the
fact that Nelson has deceived s0 many. In Nelson's investigation, we also un-
covered deception by Jerald and Sandra Tanner.



